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Tom Tlalim and Liran Chechick, in collaboration

with Tsvi Vinokur

Concerning Time We
Remain, Divided

An interdisciplinary installation based on
spatial-geographical information concerning
population growth and building in mixed
cities in Israel

This work seeks to examine Israeli urban reality by

means of data concerning local activity; it employs an
analytic, aesthetic and non-judgmental approach, and
touches upon themes such as sustainable development,
multiculturalism, urbanisation and local identity. These
subjects are all highly significant to the shaping of

the reality in Israel and elsewhere in the Middle East:
nevertheless, at times the surplus of activity on the
ground, as well as the viewer's emotional state, limits his
ability to choose a vantage point from which to observe
things. This work examines the history of data from three
different perspectives - a chronological one (past-
present-future), a spatial one (different trajectories form

different histories) and a technological one (the history

of data manipulation); at the same time, it is shaped by two
temporal scales - a fast one (the scale of real time, which
lacks memory) and a slow one (analytic time, which includes
memory).

The installation employs demographic data in order to
construct a theoretical model for spontaneous expansion
in crowded urban areas in Israel. These are areas whose
capacity for expansion is normally limited by territorial
restrictions, conservation policies or other reasons. This
data is fed into a custom-built sound program, where it
is transformed into a musical composition. The analysis
of different historical and temporal perspectives is
subsequently used to generate the composition of different
musical layers, timbral transformations and spatial
movements transmitted through an array of speakers. The
resulting spectrum is in turn used as the basis for the
sculptural work and drawings. In this manner, the layers
of geographical data are detached from their spatial
coordinates, transformed into layers of sound, and then
represented as a layered topography within the exhibition
space. When combined, the visual and sound works present a
topology of historical data: the sound embodies a vibrant
local reality of constant transformation and change
(the fast time scale), while the visuals embody the slow
metamorphosis of reality (the slow time scale). Together,
they enable visitors to freely reflect, absorb and examine

different viewpoints before moving on.
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Background The development of technological and
communication tools has created both a potential and a need
to develop new strategies for analyzing, controlling and
interacting with information. These processes are evolving
in relation to the rise of the Internet as a practical
platform for action in a range of fields. In this context,
life unfolds, at least in part, in simulated spaces, and
new information shapes the definition of personal and
collective identity. The terms "information society" and
"information revolution" characterize these phenomena as
both multidimensional and global.

The installation creates a sound environment that is
based on one sphere of information (Israel), and exists
in another sphere (the Israeli pavilion in Venice) - and
analyzes it in terms of a spatial and artistic experience
and mode of perception. In the context of the discussion
on building additions, this work seeks to examine the
implications of such constantly changing, integrated
environments on the spatial experience of their
inhabitants, with an emphasis on concepts such as dynamism,

layering and expansion.

GIS GIS (Geographic Information System) is a spatial
database that allows for spatial analysis and for
simultaneous work on several layers of information, while
creating complex queries. A process of interpolation leads

to the creation of new information, which is formed as

layers of qualitative spatial data. The installation is
based on the translation of the resulting data sets into a
musical structure, which is physically represented in three

dimensions.

Concept and development, composition and audio-visual programming:
Tom Tlalim (NL)

Concept development and realization: Liran Chechick

GIS queries: Tsvi Vinokur

Audio-visual programming: Jan Tritzschler von Falkenstein (NL)
Consulting and sculpture realization: Yoav Reches

Information analysis: Omer Wagner

This installation was made possible thanks to the support of the GIS Center at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, GIsrael, the Dutch Embassy in Israel, Music
Centre the Netherlands, Israel Lottery Council for the Arts, STROOM The Hague,
NFPK and A&DT Analog & Digital Technology.
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Fig 3-6

Number of inhabitants

per building: 3D

representation of data
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